
The Gospel of Mark 
“The Kingdom is at Hand” 

Mark 7:31-37, 8:1-21 

Jesus the Son of God 

 

 

Any body remember where we left off? Where is Jesus geographically right now? 

Again, what were the 2 things Mark said in 1:1 he was going to point out about Jesus? 

We are at the turn of the Gospel right now, where Messiahship and Lordship will separate 

It will reach its height next week but we will see it this morning 

• Mark 7:31-37 

Tyre is an ancient and important Phoenician seaport, situated on the coast NW of Palestine 

Right below Sidon, city was actually rebuilt in Roman times – 30-45 miles from Northern Galilee 

Again, Decopolis is the Gentile area where the legion was 

The passage says He did this in total private. Why? Why would He do this if He didn’t want people to talk about it? 

Amazing, He really shuns the circus approach 

Self-appointed law experts were all over Him now, traveling long distances to undue His ministry 

Herod Antipas also knows now so the heat is increasing, yet Jesus’ appointed time has not come 

Remember what happened to the last prophet (John) 

Can really see even in His travels how far away from Jerusalem He is now 

Why does He groan? 

Really feel the battle here that Jesus’ Kingdom is waging against evil and darkness 

Doesn’t come instantly even for Him 

We have seen a bunch of stories like this right? Why is this one here? 

What do you make of this phrase about “seeing and hearing”? Does it ring a bell? 

Things are going to come to a real head in the next chapter, in our study next week 

Remember we have been saying that Jesus isn’t making anything up? 

He is THE fulfillment of the Old Testament 

Everything He does shows the real picture of the Old Testament shadow 

• Ex. 4:11 

• Jer. 5:18-23 

• Is. 6:9-10, 35:4-6 

• Mark 4:9, 7:16, 8:17-18 

Jesus opens the eyes, Jesus opens the ears 

The prophecy is being fulfilled before our very eyes 

Steve Wrenn’s comment at lunch about always having had thoughts, now is training himself to listen to the voice of 

God 

The amazing surprise is that this renewal is also taking place in Gentile territory – they are included 

Amazing, this comes literally right after Jesus calls the woman a dog 

 

• Mark 8:1-10 

What is different about this feeding? 

Jesus initiates, but doesn’t ask them to feed them this time 

Does involve the disciples both times though which is really cool 

Really cool when you think of the crumb story before…already the Gentiles are feasting 

What shocks you about this story? Why in the heck didn’t the disciples make the immediate connection? 

Think whatever was happening was just SO huge they couldn’t take it in 

 

I guess the biggest question I have is why this story is here? It sounds so much like the other one. 

By the way, all kinds of speculation about the 12 baskets and 5,000 and 4,000 and 7 

Best speculation I have read if that the 5,000 represented Israel and its 12 tribes 

4,000 represented the Gentile nations that were often referred to as the 70 nations 

That section again takes place in Gentile territory while the first did not 

That Jesus is gathering them to Himself, He is the bread collecting His broken children 

 

No wonder they all broke out in praise 



Is. 35:5 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. 
6
 Then the lame will leap like a deer, And the tongue of the mute will shout for joy. 

 For waters will break forth in the wilderness And streams in the Arabah. 

The Kingdom is breaking forth…finally after 600 years of exile…the Messiah is here! 

Dalmanutha = A village on the W coast of the Sea of Galilee, identified with the NT town of Magdala; its ruins lie near 

modern Mejdel, about 3 miles (5 km) N of Tiberias. Called Magadan in Matthew 15:39 

 

• Mark 8:11-13 

Seeking a sign. You mean other than the signs you have already seen? Why are they asking this? What is their heart? 

Interesting, but Jesus seems to see their sign as a sign. What sign? Why are signs given or requested? 

In the Old Testament, a sign was requested when a prophet was deemed untrustworthy 

Can you see why Jesus had an issue with this? 

In Matthews account in chapter 15, He says, you want a sign, the only one you will get will be the sign of Jonah 

• Math. 12:38-42 

Reasons that Jesus sees about their request: 

1. Sign from heaven – redundant if He is from God – again, they are looking for something apocalyptic 

2. The Pharisees have already seen ton of prrof – came right after feeding of 4,000 

 

• Mark 8:14-21 

The Pharisees want a Jewish Kingdom to take over, Jesus isn’t about this 

Herod wants to set up his royal family as the kings of Israel, Jesus IS the king 

The disciples need to know who they are following 

Why does Jesus quote Jeremiah? 

Again He is warning the disciples, you are about to go the way of the Israelites of old – Rome is the new Babylon 

Don’t be so caught up in the way you want life to work that you MISS the KINGDOM 

This is the 3
rd

 sea scene – In Mark 4 he calms the sea and rebukes the men for their lack of faith 

In Mark 6 He tramples on the dark sea, and they cower in fear and lack of understanding of who He is 

Don’t miss the feeding of the people Jesus says…don’t miss the Kingdom breaking out! 

 

Whole loaf thing is interesting too. What do you make of this? 

Have either forgotten about the one loaf, or they still fail to realize what Jesus can do with one loaf 

What is leaven? 

Old Testament, would take a small lump of dough, set it aside for a week, then add it to the new dough 

The old dough would leaven the dough 

Really dangerous though as it could become fraught with health hazards 

 

• Mark 8:22-26 

Again, hides what He is doing – no longer in towns, no longer any where near Jerusalem 

Takes time for the healing process 

Another Mark sandwich – disciples not hearing or seeing or understanding 

Now this blind man going thru a similar process 

They still don’t get His deity, nor what the Messiah must do – He must suffer and die, not powerfully take over 

 


